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THE CITY OF AUGUSTA 

  

RAPHAEL ST. PIERRE 
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Ralph St. Pierre 

RE: Administrative Report 

DATE: August 19, 2019 

 

Meetings: 

 

There will be a City Council Special Business Meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 

August 22, 2019.  There will be no pre-meeting and this meeting will be immediately followed 

by the regularly scheduled Informational Meeting.  Agendas are included in your Council 

Packets. 

 

A senior staff meeting has been scheduled to begin at 9:15 a.m. on Friday, August 23rd at Buker. 

 

Other Items:  

 

The anticipated change of the section of Water Street between Bridge Street and Winthrop 

Streets to two way traffic took place this morning.  Things are going relatively smoothly with a 

few small issues to be worked out.  We anticipate with a little more signage and/or street 

striping, along with people learning the new traffic patterns that things will work well.  Sargent 

Corporation will be closing Commercial Street later this week so they can begin working on the 

reconstruction and improvements to that street and there will be signage directing people to 

alternate streets while Commercial Street is closed.  We urge everyone to use extra caution when 

traveling this area and especially watch for pedestrians who now have to look both ways before 

crossing the street!  Hats off to everyone for working together to accomplish the return of two 

way traffic to Water Street in Augusta! 

On the Special Business Meeting agenda are the bond orders for the FY 2020 Capital 

Improvement Projects as drafted by the City’s Bond Counsel.  There are three bond orders, 

Order 19-125 is the $750,000 Council Bond, 19-126 is $215,000 for the acquisition of fire safety 

and emergency services apparatus and equipment and order 19-127 for $920,000 is for streets, 

sidewalks and related facilities throughout the City. 

Bond orders 19-126 and 19-127 are both voter referendum approved bonds and the funding 

source for the debt services is from Tax Increment Financing Districts. 

Among the items on the Informational Agenda for this week, The Maine Rail Group people will 

be talking about why Augusta should preserve the integrity of its existing rail line, and Frank 

O’Hara will discuss the Merrymeeting Trail proposal which involves converting some or all of 

the line to a recreational trail. 
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Also on the Informational Agenda this week is the staff recommendation of the value of a 

portion of land on Anthony Avenue to be sold to Kevin Dostie.  He had requested to purchase 

the land in order to have access to his abutting property via Anthony Avenue. 

Last on the agenda, Police Chief Mills has proposed an amendment to the land use ordinance due 

to a requirement that all organizations seeking city approval to conduct a parade or special event 

involving roadway use create a safety plan which includes, at a minimum, the following 

elements:  safe route selection, acquisition of all required permits, and hazard mitigation.   

Chief Audette would like to invite you to a September 11th Ceremony at Hartford Station, light 

food and refreshments start at 8:00 a.m. with the Ceremony starting at 9:00.  We hope to see you 

there at this day of remembrance for all those who perished on that sad day in our nation’s 

history. 

C: Department and Bureau Director 

 Legislative Delegation   
 


